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Breakfast was sponsored by Verizon; they presented information about the Verizon Foundation and announced that a new round of grants will be open in January.  They also provided information about ThinkFinity and available teacher training.
Harold Rowe welcomed members and gave a chapter update.  He encouraged members to help grow our membership by recruiting one other CTO.
TEA update – Mr. John Lopez, Managing Director, Instructional Materials and Educational Technology, Texas Education Agency
John presented information about the major bills passed by the Legislature that affect school districts, including funding for information resources via the State Library and Archives, goals and funding for the Texas State Virtual School, rural school technology, mid-cycle review and adoptions, state ARRA-funded ed tech grants, the transition of eCP (electronic course pilot) under TxVSN, electronic textbooks, school district computer lending to parents, open source textbooks, student responsibilities for return of textbooks and computing devices, and Technology Demonstration Sites (formerly TIP) with 5 districts to be selected.  
Web Technologies – Working session on Portals, Policy, Social Networking, with a presentation by Schoolwires

Jeff Windsor from Schoolwires presented an overview of Web 2.0 technologies with the description of Web 2.0 as the “read, write web” that is now a two-way street which allows computer users to “create, collaborate and publish”.  Jeff demonstrated several examples of how school districts use Web 2.0 tools:   blogs, online databases for displaying art, students creating interactive posters, photo and video highlights of bond projects, and voice threads.  Jeff also encouraged gathering information by following smart thinkers like Alan November on Twitter.

Several members contributed to the conversation.  Denton ISD showcases two schools each week on their web site, and Ernie Stripling said that this motivates teachers to use new technology so that their work will be highlighted.  Denton also uses e-alerts; parents sign up for email notices when their child’s school web page is changed.  Chad Stevens at Clear Creek ISD dropped his technology plan into wiki spaces so that reviewers could easily edit the document in a closed loop.  Magnolia ISD uses Yammer as a closed loop network for chatting within the district; they also are helping teachers and students learn how to set up “personal learning networks” so they are aware of best practices related to social networking tools and privacy issues.  Katy ISD has centralized the role of instructional specialists and they are testing multiple Web 2.0 technologies with the intent to identify a small subset of tools that will be standardized and supported across the district, first starting with several pilot schools.  The discussion concluded with several districts discussing how they have changed their AUPs, or “Responsible Use Guidelines”, to make teachers, parents and students aware of policies and consequences.



Certification discussion and update – Frankie Jackson, Ed Zaiontz, and Monica Martinez
Frankie described the certification process that has been developed by TASBO, Ed described the work that CoSN has done, and Monica presented the TCEA technology certification paths.  Each group has similar skills that form the basis for CTO certification, and the ensuing discussion provided suggestions for how the groups could work together.


Supporting student-owned technology – General discussion of issues, current initiatives 
Harold Rowe concluded the meeting with a thought-provoking presentation on trends in use of personal computing devices and the impact this will have on district infrastructure and student policies.  Everyone agreed that school technology leaders need to be prepared for the demand by both students and teachers to accommodate personal devices on district networks.  This topic will be continued at future meetings.
The meeting concluded at 3 p.m.
Several presentations are posted on the Texas k12 CTO website:  slides from John Lopez and Ed Zaiontz, and the Cisco NAC presentation. 

http://www.texask-12ctocouncil.org/texask12ctocouncil/site/default.asp









Fall Meeting


October 16, 2009


Minutes 








